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Why Vegetation Management Matters 
There’s something timeless about trees. They ground us. They remind us of 
where we’ve been, and they stretch toward what’s ahead. Here in our community, we take pride 
in the natural beauty that surrounds us—the shade on a summer afternoon, the colors that mark 
the changing seasons, the quiet strength of something that grows slowly but endures.

At the same time, we share 
another responsibility—one 
that’s just as essential to our 
daily lives. The responsibility 
to keep the lights on, to power 
our homes and businesses, to 
make sure that when you flip a 
switch, the energy you depend 
on is there. 

That’s why Pitt & Greene 
EMC works every day to strike a careful balance between 
preserving the beauty we cherish and delivering the reliable 
electricity you expect.

One of the most important ways we do that is through 
regular tree trimming.

Now, it may not always be obvious, but keeping lines clear of 
overgrown vegetation plays a major role in preventing power 
outages. We’ve all seen what can happen when severe weather 
rolls in—strong winds, heavy ice or sudden storms can bring 
down branches and, with them, power lines and poles. In fact, 
nearly half of all power outages can be traced back to trees and 
vegetation coming into contact with electrical infrastructure.

That’s why you may notice the tree trimmers working 
throughout the year.  They are highly trained and certified, 
following the latest industry standards to ensure the job is 
done safely and effectively. Their work might seem routine, 
but it’s anything but—it’s a proactive step that helps prevent 
problems before they start.

And it’s not just good practice—it’s required. Electric utili-
ties across the country are obligated to manage vegetation 
near power lines. Scheduled trimming helps remove dead or 
weakened limbs and keeps fast-growing trees from becoming 
hazards. It’s about staying one step ahead, especially as we 
prepare for the increasing frequency and intensity of severe 
weather events.

But beyond reliability and  
efficiency, there’s another reason 
this work matters: safety.

Electricity is a powerful force, 
and when trees grow too close 
to power lines, that power can 
become dangerous. Branches 
that touch lines—or even come 
close—can carry electrical  
current. Children climbing trees 

in their own yards may not realize the risk. And during storms, 
fallen trees can create hazardous conditions not only for  
families but also for our lineworkers working to restore service.

There’s also a financial reality we can’t ignore. Preventative 
maintenance—like tree trimming—is far more cost-effective 
than repairing widespread damage after an outage. Left 
unchecked, overgrown vegetation can lead to more frequent 
disruptions and higher costs for everyone. A thoughtful,  
strategic vegetation management program helps keep those 
costs down for our members.

You can help, too. When planting new trees, consider their 
mature height and distance from nearby power lines. Trees 
that grow up to 40 feet should be planted at least 25 feet 
away from overhead lines. Larger trees—those that exceed 
40 feet—should be planted at least 50 feet away. If you’re 
landscaping near pad-mounted transformers, keep shrubs at 
least 10 feet from the front and 4 feet from the sides to allow 
safe access.

If your neighborhood has underground lines, don’t forget 
to call 811 before digging. It’s a simple step that can prevent 
serious accidents.

At the end of the day, we all want the same thing: a  
community that’s safe, resilient and beautiful.  Our roots 
run deep here, just like the trees we work to care for.

To all of the amazing dads out there: Happy Father’s Day! SUNDAY, JUNE 21
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Energy  
Efficiency 
TIP OF THE MONTH

During these warm 
summer months, a smart 
thermostat can help 
keep your home 
comfortable while 
reducing cooking costs. 
Smart thermostats learn 
your routine and 
automatically raise the 
temperature when 
you’re away and cool 
things down before you 
return, avoiding 
unnecessary energy use. 
You can also adjust 
settings remotely from 
your phone so you’re 
never cooling an empty 
house. Setting your 
thermostat a few 
degrees higher while 
you’re away or asleep 
can lead to significant 
savings. Many smart 
thermostats provide 
reports and tips, helping 
you fine-tune your 
energy use and stay cool 
while keeping your 
electric bill in check.

Source: energy.gov

PBMARES | CPAs and Consultants

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S 
REPORT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Pitt and Greene Electric Membership 
Corporation

Opinion
We have audited the accompanying 
financial statements of Pitt and Greene 
Electric Membership Corporation (the 
Corporation), which comprise the  
balance sheets as of December 31, 2025 
and 2024, the related statements of  
revenue and expenses, changes in  
members’ equity and cash flows for the 
years then ended, and the related notes 
to the financial statements.

In our opinion, the accompanying 
financial statements present fairly, in all 
material respects, the financial position 
of Pitt and Greene Electric Membership 
Corporation as of December 31, 2025, 
and 2024, and the results of its opera-
tions and its cash flows for the years 
then ended in accordance with account-
ing principles generally accepted in the 
United States of America.

Basics for Opinion
We have conducted our audits in 
accordance with auditing standards 
generally accepted in the United States 
of America (GAAS).  Our responsibili-
ties under those standards are further 
described in the Auditor’s Responsi-
bilities for the Audit of the Financial 
Statements section of our report.  We 
are required to be independent of the 
Corporation and to meet our other 
ethical responsibilities, in accordance 
with the relevant ethical requirements 
relating to our audits.  We believe that 
the audit evidence we have obtained is 
sufficient and appropriate to provide a 
basis for our audit opinion.

We are required to communicate 
with those charged with governance 
regarding, among other matters, the 
planned scope and timing of the audit, 
significant audit findings, and certain 
internal control-related matters that we 
identified during the audit.

PBMARES, LLP | Morehead City, NC | 
March 25, 2026



Pitt and Greene EMC  JUNE 2026  17



18  JUNE 2026  Pitt and Greene EMC	

Co-op Office Hours
Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–5 p.m.
252-753-3128 | 1-800-622-1362 | 
252-747-7600

POWER OUTAGES & EMERGENCIES
During weekends, holidays and 
after office hours: 252-753-8778

De lunes a viernes de 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
252-753-3128 | 1-800-622-1362 | 
252-747-7600

CORTES DE SUMINISTRO ELÉCTRICO 
Y EMERGENCIAS:
Durante fines de semana, días festivos 
y después del horario de oficina:  
252-753-8778

Published monthly by Pitt and Greene EMC

Wrapped in Savings
Ensuring your home is properly insulated can improve energy 
efficiency and make your home more comfortable. Insula-
tion acts like a cozy coat that reduces heat loss during winter 
months and a protective layer that reduces heat gain during 
summer months. 

Many older homes have less insulation than newer homes, 
but even newer homes can benefit from additional insulation. 
While it’s not the least expensive efficiency improvement, 
adding insulation and air sealing your home can provide 
the biggest bang for your buck in energy savings and overall 
comfort.

The most common areas to insulate are attics, ceilings, 
crawlspaces or unconditioned basements, exterior and 
interior walls, floors, and ductwork located in unconditioned 
spaces. 

The amount and effectiveness rating of insulation required 
for each area varies by climate, but many websites like The 
Department of Energy or Home Depot provide easy-to-follow 
recommendations. Visit energy.gov/insulation to learn 
about recommended R-values for specific areas of the home 
based on climate zones. 

It’s important to understand how insulation effectiveness 
is measured. Insulation is rated in R-value, which measures 
the material’s resistance to conductive heat flow. The higher 
the R-value, the greater the insulating effectiveness. The 
R-value you’ll need depends on factors like climate, type of 
heating and cooling system and which area of the home you 
plan to insulate. 

Insulation is offered in a wide range of materials from 
bulky fiberglass rolls to cellulose materials made from 
recycled paper products. If you’re considering installing ad-
ditional insulation, talk to an expert who can offer guidance 
on the right materials for your budget, climate and comfort 
needs. Investing in proper insulation for your home not only 
enhances comfort but also reduces energy consumption.

A Change For The Better
When it comes to energy efficiency in the home, sometimes 
small changes can make a big impact. A small, unglamorous 
task like changing the filters on your HVAC system makes 
your unit run more efficiently—keeping your house cooler in 
the summer and warmer in the winter. It also saves money. 
And the savings gained from having your system run more 
efficiently can be applied to more fun or entertaining pursuits 
that your family can enjoy together.

As you move around your home, you drive dust into the 
air from carpets, furniture and drapes. Regardless of where it 
comes from, dust and dirt trapped in a system’s air filter leads 
to several problems, including:

	è Reduced air flow in the home and up to 15% higher  
operating costs

	è Costly duct cleaning or replacement

	è Lowered system efficiency

Now, that you know the facts, it’s time to get busy changing 
or cleaning the air filter in your heating/cooling system. Many 
HVAC professionals recommend that you clean or change the 
filter on your air conditioner or furnace monthly. Make sure 
that the arrow on the filte—which indicates the direction of 
the airflow—is pointing toward the blower motor. 

Filters are available in a variety of types and efficiencies, 
rated by a Minimum Efficiency Reporting Value (MERV). 
MERV, a method developed by the American Society of Heat-
ing, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers, tests filter 
effectiveness. The higher the MERV number, the higher the 
filter’s effectiveness at keeping dust out of your system. While 
most types of filters must be replaced, some filters are reus-
able. And don’t forget about the winter months. Your heating 
system needs to work as efficiently as possible to keep you 
warm (and your loved one’s feeling snuggly), and a clean air 
filter helps it do just that.


