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A MESSAGE FOR YOU EVP and General Manager

Placing a sign on a utility pole
could endanger a life »

What do yard sale signs, basketball hoops, deer stands, satellite dishes and birdhouses have
in common? They're often found illegally attached to utility poles. But this isn't only a crime
of inconvenience. Safety issues caused by unapproved pole attachments place the lives of
lineworkers and the public in peril.

It may seem innocent, but a small nail partially driven into a
pole can have deadly results around high-voltage electricity.

Your local electric co-op line crews climb utility poles at
all hours of the day and night, in the worst of conditions.
Anything attached to utility poles can create serious hazards
for our line personnel. Sharp objects like nails, tacks, staples
or barbed wire can puncture rubber gloves and other safety
equipment, making linemen vulnerable to electrocution.

Lineworkers with electric co-ops have reported poles used
as community bulletin boards, satellite mounts, and even
support legs for deer stands, lights and carports. Not only do
these attachments put line crews at risk, anyone illegally
placing these items on poles comes dangerously close to
energized power lines with thousands of volts of energy puls-
ing overhead. It’s always wise to keep any structure at least
10 feet away from utility poles.

Unauthorized pole attachments violate the National
Electrical Safety Code, the accepted manual containing
guidelines for safe electrical engineering standards. Pitt &
Greene as well as other utilities strictly follow this code

that includes a section that reads, “Signs, posters, notices & .. .

and other attachments shall not be placed on supporting na orized po[e
structures without concurrence of the owner. Supporting (i) .
structures should be kept free from other climbing hazards — attacplments violate

LSS £
such as tacks, nails and vines.” the Natlonal Electrical

Please help us keep our linemen, and our community, safe. S afety Code and make
Don’t attach any of these unauthorized and dangerous items linemen vulnerable to

to utility poles. Fixtures not belonging to the cooperative or i
another utility will be removed by co-op line personnel; the electrocution.
co-op is not responsible for any losses if an item is damaged
or destroyed during removal.
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Energy Efficiency
TIP OF THE MONTH

Tr"‘vrrr'y}.?!',’_r:

August heat can put your air conditioner

to the test, making it a great time to

check your system’s air filter. A dirty,

clogged filter restricts airflow, forcing
your cooling system to work harder
than necessary to keep your home
comfortable. That extra strain can
reduce efficiency, increase energy use

and contribute to unnecessary wear and

tear on equipment. Inspect your filter
montly during periods of heavy air

conditioner use and replace it if it

appears dirty. A clean filter supports

efficient operation and can even
enhance indoor air quality—helping you
stay cool and comfortable during the

hottest days of summer.
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Acevedo, Maria

Aldridge, Helena R

Allen, Elizabeth
Applewhite, Carrie Lee
Applewhite, Terry Derell
Baker, Rhonda R

Benson, Linda Sutton
Borck, Patrick Joseph
Boyd, Ricky Junior

Bryant, William Lee

Cantu, David

Cogdell, Ashley Alexandrea
Condery, Terrence
Corbett, Cynthia

Corey, Keisha Renee
Daughtery, Ikera Shoniece
Dickens, Michael E
Dupree, Shelia H
Eastwood, Stephanie Lloyd
Edmundson, Linda Evans
Edwards, Jazzalyn Monique
Ferrell, Alicia Chappell
Foye, Lawrence Donnell
Garriss, Ashley Davis
Gonzalez Gallardo, Cosme
Daniel

Grady, Cassie Faye
Gustafson, Robert Everett
Ham, Christy Skinner
Harper, Dawn Elizabeth
Hawkins, Wesley Arnold
Hill, Kendall

Howell, Joanna B

Hughes, Lorrie Combs
Humbles, Mack

Jackson, Velvet Grant
Jarman, Cheryl E
Johnson, Terri

Claim Your
Capital Credits!

Pitt & Greene Electric Membership Corporation is
holding unclaimed checks for the names listed below.
The owner may claim the check by contacting Pitt

& Greene EMC at the address and /or telephone
number listed in this newsletter. If satisfactory proof
of claim is not presented by Oct. 1, 2026, the law
requires Pitt & Greene EMC to submit these checks
to the North Carolina department of State Treasurery
to whom all further claims must be directed.

.

Jones, Matthew
Katkaveck, Stephen P
Kirkman, Preston Lee
Labunski, Heather Lynn
Lee, Carmeka Lachelle
Lynn, Lloyd Preston
Marshburn, Sharon Boyd
Martha Lewis, Executrix
Martinez, Oscar Cruz
Nethercutt, Betty Gay
Oakes, Jesse Speight Jr.
Olson, Theresa Ann
Parker, Kelly

Pineda, Cirila Garcia
Pittman, Haywood Keith
Reese, McCauley Reynolds
Rouse, Alice Moore
Satterwhite, Angela Worrell
Shackelford, Amanda
Denise

Shackleford, Kenny Kay
Simmons, Eric Scott
Sitterson, Melanie C
Speight, Betty Joyce
Speight, Connie M
Speight, Johnny Ray
Speight, Marie

Speight, Patricia Ann
Taylor, Amy Jarman
Vinson, James Thomas
Waldrup, Brock Robert
Warren, Nizoria Nishanti
Webb, Thomas Richard
Whichard, Betsy
Whitaker, Anthony
Jermaine

Williams, Larry Steven



Your Yard Work Hard For You

Location, location, location is the mantra in real estate, but it also applies to your yard this
time of year when the search is on to lower energy bills. Positioning the right combination
of plants and trees can yield shade, beautify, and unearth energy savings. Energy-efficient
landscaping, claims the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), can on average, provide enough
energy savings to see a return on your initial investment in less than eight years.

Again, think location. Carefully positioned trees can reduce a
household’s energy consumption for heating and cooling by
up to 25% . Using computer models, the DOE determined that
proper placement of only three trees on your property can
save an average household between $100 and $250 in yearly
energy costs. Just a few simple landscaping considerations
can make a big difference in your home’s comfort and in the
efficiency of your heating and cooling systems:

A Use trees and plants to shade the air conditioner. Having
shade can increase its efficiency by as much as 10%. For
good airflow and access, position plants more than three
feet from the air conditioner.

W Shrubs and trees can form windbreaks or protective walls
that keep wind chill away from a home. That’s important
because wind speed lowers outside air temperatures, and
windbreaks will help save heating costs. Common turf
grass and other low-growing plants are ideal barriers. So
are evergreens, especially when combined with a wall or
fence to deflect or even lift wind over a home. For best
protection, plan on leaving between two to five times the
mature height of the trees or shrubs between the wind-
break and the protected home.

Indoors, you may be protected from the sun’s rays, but your
energy bill can rise as your air conditioner works harder to
keep your house cool and comfortable. Planting shade trees
can add to your comfort at home by dropping the surrounding
air temperature by as much as nine degrees Fahrenheit.

A When selecting shade trees, keep in mind the mature
height of the tree and the shape of its shade canopy in

relation to the height of your home. These factors are
important because they would influence how far from the
house you decide to plant a tree. Always avoid planting
near overhead and underground utility lines.

A Shading takes time, a 6-foot to 8-foot deciduous tree
planted near a house will begin shading windows in a year.
Depending on the species and the home, the tree will
shade the roof'in 5 to 10 years

A Make planting shade trees due west of west-facing
windows your first priority.

A Select a tree that can be planted within 20 feet of the
window and that will grow at least 10 feet taller than
that window. If you have the space, use as many trees as
needed to create a continuous row along all major west
and east facing windows.

3 Contrary to intuition, the least energy efficient place for
a tree is to the south of a house. Different trees can serve
a variety of purposes. To block summer heat while letting
sun filter through in the winter months, use deciduous
trees or those that lose their leaves seasonally. Evergreens
and shrubs, on the other hand, are ideal for providing
continuous shade and blocking heavy winds. Also, keep in
mind that not all shade plants are tall. Shrubs and sturdy
groundcover plants also provide good shade by reduc-
ing heat radiation and cooling air before it reaches your
home’s walls and windows.

A well placed tree, shrub or vine can deliver effective shade,
act as a windbreak, and help to reduce your energy bills.
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Geared Up
for Safety

Can you imagine
working a job that
requires you to
lift heavy equip-
ment and perform
detailed tasks near
deadly high voltage? Now
imagine doing this 40 feet in the air, and sometimes, in extreme
weather. This is the life of a lineman.

A lineman answers when called—and does so to ensure that
you are provided with safe, reliable electric service. But how do
they stay safe when working in these conditions? Pitt & Greene

EMC linemen are required to wear personal protective equipment

(PPE) at all times when on the job to keep them safe.

Fire resistant (FR) clothing

While our linemen do everything possible to prevent them,
unexpected fires can happen. Fires typically occur with an arc
flash—an explosion that results from a low-impedance connec-
tion to a ground phase in an electrical system. FR clothing will
self-extinguish, thus limiting injury due to burn.

Insulated gloves

Linemen must wear insulated rubber gloves when working on any

type of electrical line. These gloves provide protection against
electrical shock and burn, and are tested at 30,000 volts. Protec-
tive gloves, usually made of leather, are worn over the insulated
gloves to protect the rubber from punctures and cuts.

Hard hat

No matter how tough or “hardheaded” our linemen are, they
still need protection. Insulated hard hats are worn at all times to
protect them from blows and falling objects.

Steel toe boots

These heavy-duty boots are typically 16 inches tall and designed
with extra support in mind. The height of the boot shields line-
men from gouges, and serrated heels provide a better grip when
climbing poles. The steel toe provides sturdier support and
protects from objects that could potentially pierce the feet.

Safety goggles

Linemen must wear protective goggles or glasses, whether work-
ing on electrical lines or clearing rights-of-way. This protects
them from loose debris and other hazards.

These items make up a lineman’s basic PPE. While working on
electrical lines, they also may be required to wear equipment
belts, tool pouches, safety straps and other types of equipment.
Alineman’s gear usually weighs about 50 pounds—that’s a lot of
extra weight when working in hazardous conditions.
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ENERGY SCAMS 4\

One of the best ways to
protect yourself from online
scams is by using strong
passwords. While many

people focus on complexity—
adding symbols, numbers

and capital letters—password
length is equally important.

A longer password or
passphrase is generally harder
for cybercriminals to crack
than a short, complex one.
Consider creating a memorable
phrase made up of several
unrelated words, and avoid
using personal information like
birthdays or pet names. Use

a unigue password for each
account and enable multi-
factor authentication when
possible. Taking these simple
steps can help keep your
personal information and online
accounts secure.

Source: CISA

Co-op Office Hours
Electric Membership Corporation

%Pit‘[ and Greene
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Monday—Friday, 8 a.m.—5 p.m.
252-753-3128 | 1-800-622-1362 |

POWER OUTAGES & EMERGENCIES
During weekends, holidays and
after office hours: 252-753-8778

De lunes a viernes de 8 am. — 5 p.m.
252-753-3128 | 1-800-622-1362 |
252-747-7600

CORTES DE SUMINISTRO ELECTRICO
Y EMERGENCIAS:

Durante fines de semana, dias festivos
y después del horario de oficina:
252-753-8778



