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Policy Matters: “Co-op Advocacy Priorities”
The information below was shared with policymakers and 
agency officials during the 2025 Legislative Conference in 
Washington, D.C. Cooperatives from around the country 
made the followng points a priority as they engaged local 
legislators and key stakeholders. 

Smart Energy Policies

	è American families and businesses expect the lights to stay 
on at a cost they can afford. Our nation’s energy policies 
must meet this fundamental expectation.

	è Spurred by data centers and manufacturing, electricity 
demand is skyrocketing across the nation.

	è According to the North American Electric Reliability Cor-
poration (NERC), electric demand growth is the highest 
it has been in over two decades. Over the next 10 years, 
peak power needs are expected to rise by over 18%, and 
newly announced projects, including data centers, are 
driving that demand even higher. At the same time, critical 
generation resources are being retired faster than they can 
be reliably replaced.

	è America’s electric cooperatives are working to keep the 
lights on today and meet the growing energy needs of 
tomorrow. 

Permitting Reform 

	è The overly bureaucratic federal permitting process  
imposes unreasonable timelines and drives up costs for  
essential infrastructure projects.

	è We’re asking policymakers to pass additional permitting 
reform legislation. 

	è We’re asking policymakers to include judicial reforms to 
make it easier to build essential electric infrastructure. 

Unwind Flawed EPA Regulations

	è EPA’s power plant rule is forcing the premature closure of 
always-available power plants and putting grid reliability 
in jeopardy. It mandates unproven technologies on an  
unworkable timeframe in violation of the law and Supreme 
Court decisions.

	è We’re asking policymakers to repeal EPA’s unworkable 
power plant rule.

Protect Hydroelectric Power

	è Hydroelectric power is a reliable,  
abundant source of clean electricity. But an agreement 
made during the Biden Administration sets the stage to 
breach the Lower Snake River dams, jeopardizing reliabil-
ity and increasing costs for consumers in the northwest.

	è We’re asking policymakers to rescind the shortsighted 
LSRD memorandum of understanding (MOU) and  
support hydroelectricity.

Defend Against Wildfires

	è Wildfires are a growing threat to electric infrastructure. 
Managing vegetation near rights-of-way is essential to 
defending against wildfire threats. 

	è We’re asking policymakers to pass the Fix Our Forests Act 
to facilitate co-op vegetation management efforts.

Support For Rural Communities 
RUS Electric Loans

	è Co-ops rely on USDA’s Rural Utilities Service to finance 
construction of electric infrastructure. Because co-ops 
reliably repay these loans with interest, the RUS Electric 
Loan program makes money for the federal government.

	è We’re asking policymakers to sign the RUS Electric  
Loan appropriations Dear Colleague letter to support  
full funding for rural electric infrastructure.

Elective Pay

	è Before 2022, electric co-ops were unable to access tax 
incentives that were available to other utilities. 

	è Access to these elective pay tax credits, and a fair and even 
playing field, is essential as co-ops continue to innovate 
and work to meet future energy needs. 

	è We’re asking policymakers to protect access to elective 
pay energy tax credits.

USDA & DOE Infrastructure Programs

	è Voluntary grant and loan programs at USDA and DOE 
help electric co-ops to as they pursue energy innovation 

continued on page 13
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Energy Efficiency 
TIP OF THE MONTH

Take advantage of the warmer weather to reduce home energy use. 
Avoid using your oven and use a grill instead. Not only will cooking 
indoors eliminate the energy used to power the oven or stove, but it will 
also avoid raising the temperature inside your home, reducing the need 

for additional air conditioning.

You can also avoid using the oven with tasty no-bake recipes. Get creative in the kitchen and 
explore new ways to save energy!						   

Source: energy.gov

Happy  
Father’s 

Day !
SUNDAY, JUNE 15

Unplug to be  
More Connected
Almost everything will work again if you unplug it for a 
few minutes, including you. There are many benefits of 
unplugging in today’s device-driven, multi-tasking world.  
Keeping up with work, family and school activities or the 
latest trend on social media makes most of us feel com-
pelled to constantly check our devices.

Summer is a great time to take a family vacation, but 
it is also a good opportunity to unplug from our devices 
and enjoy the great outdoors with family and friends.  
Research has shown that we all need downtime after a 
busy day to recharge—even though we may resist it. Take 
a moment to slow down and enjoy some peaceful hours 
away from technology.

While you’re unplugging from your devices, look 
around your home to identify electronics that consume 
energy even when they are not in use (this is known as 
“vampire” energy loss). TVs, gaming consoles, phone 
chargers and computers are some of the biggest culprits.

If your summer plans include a staycation, take time 
to recharge your relationships and be more present with 
those you love.  Enjoy your beautiful surroundings with 
your family and friends.

While spending time outdoors, you can also enjoy  
energy savings by incorporating LED products and  
fixtures for outdoor use, such as pathway, step and porch 
lights.  Many include features like automatic daylight 
shut-off and motion sensors. You can also find solar- 
powered lighting for outdoor spaces.

Save energy by keeping warm summer air outside 
where it belongs. Add caulk or weather stripping to seal 
air leaks around doors and windows. You can also employ 
a programmable thermostat to adjust the settings a few 
degrees higher when no one is home.

In our connected world, we have forgotten how to slow 
down. We multitask and text. We check email, then voice-
mail, and Facebook. Do yourself and your family a favor. 
Put down the device and smell the fresh air.
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Five Tips to Reduce 
Wildfire Risks
Wildfires are no longer confined to the 
western United States. Traditionally associated 
with dry, fire-prone regions like California, 
wildfires are now affecting areas in the 
Midwest and even parts of the Southeast. 

This shift is driven by rising temperatures, prolonged 
droughts and changing weather patterns, which are creat-
ing conditions ripe for fires in regions that historically saw 
fewer of them. As a result, more communities are now facing 
growing threats from wildfires, prompting a need for broader 
awareness and preparedness nationwide. 

Pitt & Greene EMC is working to reduce the risk of 
wildfires throughout our service territory. Through regular 
vegetation management and grid maintenance and harden-
ing practices, we are proactively working to reduce risks and 
improve the reliability of our local system. 

As a member, there are steps you can take to prevent wildfires. 

1Properly extinguish campfires. Always douse 
your campfire with water, stir the ashes and ensure  
everything is cool to the touch before leaving the area.

2Don’t burn on windy days. Avoid outdoor burn-
ing when it’s windy or dry, as embers can easily spread 
and ignite surrounding areas. 

3Clear vegetation and debris. Maintain a  
defensible space around your home by removing dry 
leaves, dead branches and other flammable materials.

4Use equipment safely. Tools like lawnmowers or 
chainsaws can spark fires. Use them during cooler times 
of the day and keep them in good working condition.

5Follow local fire regulations. Always check for 
burn bans or restrictions in your area before burning 
anything or using open flames outdoors.

For more information on wildfire prevention and  
preparedness, visit redcross.org. 

projects. Co-ops are using programs like New ERA, PACE, 
GRIP and RMUC to restart nuclear plants, deploy new en-
ergy generation technologies, harden the grid, and protect 
against cyber threats.

	è We’re asking policymakers to oppose cuts to USDA and 
DOE infrastructure programs.

FEMA

	è Disaster relief funding is critical to restoring electric 
service after a natural disaster. Without this assistance, re-
covery time and expense will increase drastically for small 
and rural communities who can least afford it.

	è We’re asking FEMA to continue investing in rebuilding 
and resiliency.

CO-OP ADVOCACY PRINCIPLES
continued from page 11

Did you know that you can view your 
daily usage by accessing your account on 
our website, pgemc.com and select the 
tab: Login/Register New Account

Summer has arrived,  
what is your thermostat set on?
Thank goodness for air conditioners!  
Living in Eastern NC we know 
all about hot and humid days 
during the summer months. 
Remember that when you 
adjust the thermostat down 
to keep your home cool 
you will use more electric-
ity, and this will reflect on 
your utility bill.   For example, 
if you have the thermostat set 
on 73 and it is 93 degrees outside 
your air conditioning unit is going to come on 
more and work harder to keep the inside of your home 
73 degrees, this increase usage will cause your bill to be 
higher. Whereas if your thermostat is set on 73 and it is 
83 degrees outside you will not use as much electricity.  
So, when you receive your utility bill and it is higher than 
usual, remember the summertime heat and humidity 
outside and what your thermostat is set on inside.
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Co-op Office Hours
Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–5 p.m.
252-753-3128 | 1-800-622-1362 | 
252-747-7600

POWER OUTAGES & EMERGENCIES
During weekends, holidays and 
after office hours: 252-753-8778

De lunes a viernes de 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
252-753-3128 | 1-800-622-1362 | 
252-747-7600

CORTES DE SUMINISTRO ELÉCTRICO 
Y EMERGENCIAS:
Durante fines de semana, días festivos 
y después del horario de oficina:  
252-753-8778

Published monthly by Pitt and Greene EMC

PBMARES | CPAs and Consultants

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Pitt and Greene Electric Membership Corporation

Opinion
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of 
Pitt and Greene Electric Membership Corporation (the  
Corporation), which comprise the balance sheets as of  
December 31, 2024 and 2023, the related statements of reve-
nue and expenses, changes in members’ equity and cash flows 
for the years then ended, and the related notes to the financial 
statements (collectively, the financial statements).

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements 
present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position 
of Pitt and Greene Electric Membership Corporation as of 
December 31, 2024, and 2023, and the results of its operations 
and its cash flows for the years then ended in accordance with 
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States 
of America.

Basics for Opinion
We conducted our audits in accordance with auditing  
standards generally accepted in the United States of America 
(GAAS). Our responsibilities under those standards are  
further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the 
Audit of the Financial Statements section of our report. We 
are required to be independent of the Corporation and to 
meet our other ethical responsibilities, in accordance with 
the relevant ethical requirements relating to our audits. We 
believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient 
and appropriate to provide a basis for our audit opinion.

We are required to communicate with those charged with 
governance regarding, among other matters, the planned 
scope and timing of the audit, significant audit findings, and 
certain internal control-related matters that we identified 
during the audit.

PBMARES, LLP | Morehead City, NC | March 25, 2025


