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Industry News

The VCP (Voices for Cooperative Power) latest update refer-
ences a new report by the nation’s grid reliability experts that
reinforces what we have been
saying all along: reliable energy
is at risk. The North American
Electric Reliability Corporation
(NERC)’s Long-Term Reliability
Assessment found critical reli-
ability challenges facing most

of the country over the next 10
years.

The report states that energy
demand is “now higher than any
point in the past two decades.”
This surging demand, combined
with reliable energy sources
being retired, raises the risk of
energy shortfalls and higher
prices on the energy that is
available for purchase. In short,
threatening your co-op’s ability
to keep the lights on. Americans
expect safe and reliable power at a price they can afford, but
in order to do so, lawmakers need to prioritize smart energy
policies that will keep the lights on and cost down.

Similarly, using a single fuel source for electricity genera-
tion poses a significant risk to energy reliability. Natural
disasters, geopolitical tensions or unforeseen disruptions

Bright Ideas 2025-2026

The Bright Ideas grant program is offered by all 26 of North Carolina’s
electric cooperatives and supports educators in need of funding to
implement creative, hands-on learning projects in their classrooms.
Since 1994, North Carolina’s electric co-ops have awarded more than
$15 million in Bright Ideas grants to teachers statewide. These projects
have benefited well over 3.5 million North Carolina students.

Pitt & Greene EMC is now accepting applications for Bright Ideas
education grants for the 2025-2026 school year. Teachers in K-12
classrooms with innovative ideas are encouraged to apply for a grant
up to $2,000. Grant applications will be accepted April 1 through Sept. 15.
Teachers at qualifying schools can apply individually or as a team, and
grants are available for all subjects. To apply, or for more information
about the Bright Ideas grant program, visit NCBrightldeas.com

can severely impact the supply chain of
a particular fuel. A diverse mix of energy Ny

sources acts as

a safeguard, ensuring that the grid
remains operational even in the face
of unexpected challenges.

A diverse energy mix also enhances
grid flexibility by accommodating the
intermittent nature of renewable en-
ergy sources like solar and wind. For
solar it’s great while the sun is shining
bright, but if it’s a cloudy day or night,
solar panels are not going to produce.
The same with wind, it helps as long
as the wind is blowing. That’s when
hydro, nuclear, natural gas and coal
can step up and keep the lights on.

Diverse fuel sources contribute
to the stability and reliability of the
electric grid. The different sources
have varying characteristics, including
generation patterns, responsiveness
and storage capabilities. This diversity allows for a more bal-
anced and resilient energy system that can adapt to fluctuat-
ing demand and unforeseen circumstances. Having a mix of
these energy sources is like having a team with different skills
to handle various situations and scenarios.
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MEMBER NOTICE

At the February board meeting the board heard the results of our latest rate analysis by consultants with expertise in determin-
ing utility cost and allocations both at the wholesale and retail levels. The Board of Directors approved the conversion of the
existing 1.5 cents per kilowatt-hour Wholesale Power Cost Adjustment (WPCA) into our existing KWh rate. This adjustment
will not increase what you are currently paying for energy. They also approved a $2.00 per month increase in the monthly facil-
ity charge bringing that to $34.00 per month on residential rates. This adjustment will become effective June 1, 2025.

Why is this conversion necessary? Our cost of wholesale power, which is our single largest expense, continues to increase.
Over the last several years we have shared with you how the transition from coal to renewable energy will drive generation and
transmission costs upward. We are seeing that shift in wholesale power cost emerge into reality.

Why the increase in the Facility Charge? No one welcomes higher costs but since COVID we all have seen the items we use ev-
eryday go up in price. Please see the chart Rising Cost on the following page. You will see that our industry was impacted as well.

Wholesale Power Cost
Adjustment (WPCA)

The WPCA covers fuel cost
flutuations in the generation
of electricity without having
to continually restructure
electricity rates. This charge is
the same amount per kWh for
all members and is based on
the cost of fuel prices charged
by wholesale providers.

Wholesale providers go out
on the market each day to
purchase energy,(fuel), then sell to utility companies for us to
provide electricity. Our fuel mixture includes nuclear, some
of which the cooperative owns, coal, hydro, natural gas and
solar. Why is the price going up? Supply and Demand. Coal
and Nuclear are in abundance supply but several years ago
North Carolina lawmakers passed legislation to begin shutting
the Coal plants down and mandated that green energy take its
place. Green energy, such as solar and wind, do not provide
continous 24/7 output that Coal provides. Therefore, supply is
decreasing and in a time that we are seeing demand increase
to levels like we have not experienced before. This is due to
population growth, data centers and more devices needing
and using electricity.

When wholesale providers go out on the market each day
to purchase power they are competing with other wholesale
providers across the country for that same energy. As reliable
energy supply decreases and demand increases its going to
cost more for power companies to supply electricity. The
weather also plays a large role in this. The colder or hotter it
is the more in demand that energy will be that our Wholesale
power providers are purchasing for us.
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Facility Charge

The Facility Charge is a fixed monthly charge that covers
the costs associated with providing electricity to your home.
Those cost include poles, power lines and transformers,
essentially all equipment and materials necessary to serve
each meter and the cost of maintaining the system, such as
the substations and other necessarey equipment needed to
provide our members with electricity.

Energy Efficiency

TIP OF THE MONTH

Turn your suds into
savings. Lower your
energy use in the
laundry room by
washing clothes
with cold water
whenever possible,
as heating water
accounts for most
of the energy used in a laundry cycle.
Wash full loads to make the most of
energy savings, and use high-efficiency
detergent designed for cold washes. For
drying cycles, clean the lint filter before
each load to improve airflow and use
dryer balls to reduce drying time.




RISING COSTS

PGEMC Cost Comparisons Q3 2020-Q4 2024
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Wrapped in Savings

Ensuring your home is properly insulated can

Improve energy efficiency and make your

home more comfortable. Insulation acts like

a cozy coat that reduces heat loss during
winter months and a protective layer that
reduces heat gain during summer months.

Many older homes have less insulation than newer homes,
but even newer homes can benefit from additional insula-
tion. While it’s not the least expensive efficiency improve-
ment, adding insulation and air sealing your home can
provide the biggest bang for your buck in energy savings and
overall comfort.

The most common areas to insulate are attics, ceilings,
crawlspaces or unconditioned basements, exterior and interior
walls, floors, and ductwork located in unconditioned spaces.

The amount and effectiveness rating of insulation required
for each area varies by climate, but many websites like The
Department of Energy or Home Depot provide easy-to-
follow recommendations. Visit energy.gov/insulation to
learn about recommended R-values for specific areas of the
home based on climate zones.

It’s important to understand how insulation effectiveness

Preparation is Key for Power Outages

Just as Pitt & Greene EMC prepares for storms and outages, we ask that you do the same.
Many families have someone in the home who use medical equipment that relies on elec-
tricity. It could be someone on oxygen or the need for a breathing machine at night. In the
event we experience an outage that could last for an extensive period of time, we ask that
you have a backup plan in place. This plan could include a portable generator, extra medi-
cal supplies or moving to an alternate location until power is restored. If you plan to use a
generator for backup power, read all safety information and instructions before use. We will
restore power as soon as possible, but depending on the type of damage caused and where
the damage may be, we cannot guarantee how long you may be affected by an outage.

is measured. Insulation is rated in R-value, which measures
the material’s resistance to conductive heat flow. The higher
the R-value, the greater the insulating effectiveness. The
R-value you’ll need depends on factors like climate, type of
heating and cooling system and which area of the home you
plan to insulate.

Insulation is offered in a wide range of materials from bulky
fiberglass rolls to cellulose materials made from recycled
paper products. If you're considering installing additional in-
sulation, talk to an expert who can offer guidance on the right
materials for your budget, climate and comfort needs.

Investing in proper insulation for your home not only
enhances comfort but also reduces energy consumption.
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Co-op Office Hours
Monday—Friday, 8 a.m.—5 p.m.
252-753-3128 | 1-800-622-1362 |

POWER OUTAGES & EMERGENCIES
During weekends, holidays and
after office hours: 252-753-8778

De lunes a viernes de 8 am. — 5 p.m.
252-753-3128 | 1-800-622-1362 |
252-747-7600

CORTES DE SUMINISTRO ELECTRICO
Y EMERGENCIAS:

Durante fines de semana, dias festivos
y después del horario de oficina:
252-753-8778



