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Five Ways to Spring into Energy Efficiency
Spring marks a perfect time of year to make your home more 
energy efficient.  Here are five quick tips that will save both 
energy and money:

1Seal cracks and gaps around your home. As 
you put away your storm windows consider adding 

weather stripping around leaky doors and caulking around 
window frames. TogetherWeSave.com, a website spon-
sored by Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives, the branding 
program of the nation’s not-for-profit, consumer-owned 
electric co-ops, shows how easy it is to use a caulking gun 
to seal up leaks around vents, ductwork, and windows. A 
typical member can save more than $200 annually by tak-
ing this simple step according to TogetherWeSave.com. 

2 Change filters regularly. Change furnace and air 
conditioner filters monthly. Dirty filters restrict air flow 

and reduce the overall efficiency of your heating and cool-
ing system by making it work harder on hot summer days. 

3 Clean the refrigerator inside and out. Now’s 
a good time to not only throw out that leftover 

fruitcake from the holidays but check the temperature 

settings on your refrigerator. Ideally, a refrigerator’s 
temperature should be between 37 and 40 degrees for 
maximum operating efficiency.  When it’s time to replace 
that old refrigerator, be sure to buy one that’s ENERGY 
STAR rated. These energy-efficient appliances can save 
members as much as $100 a year based on calculations 
from the TogetherWeSave.com.

4 Think sun block. TogetherWeSave.com points 
out that by pulling down the shades on your windows 

this spring and summer, you could save about $35 a year.  
Your local hardware store likely carries lots of inexpensive 
window coverings. Best of all, by blocking the sun, your 
house will stay cool and comfortable year-round. 

5Enjoy spring breezes. Use a clothesline during 
warmer months and let sunlight and breezes dry 

clothes naturally. This will reduce your electric bill by not 
running a dryer, and add a genuine clean scent to your 
family’s laundry.

You can learn more about ways to lower your monthly energy 
bill by visiting TogetherWeSave.com.

Co-op Office Hours
Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–5 p.m.
252-753-3128 | 1-800-622-1362 | 
252-747-7600

POWER OUTAGES & EMERGENCIES
During weekends, holidays and 
after office hours: 252-753-8778

De lunes a viernes de 8 a.m. a 5 p.m
252-753-3128 | 1-800-622-1362 | 
252-747-7600

CORTES DE SUMINISTRO ELÉCTRICO 
Y EMERGENCIAS:
Durante fines de semana, días festivos 
y después del horario de oficina:  
252-753-8778

Published monthly by Pitt and Greene EMC

Question for our members.......

Using Debit and Credit cards are easy and convenient for all of 
us. Unfortunately, the banks charge businesses a processing fee 
for each transaction. This applies to Pitt and Greene EMC 
as well. We are charged a processing fee of 2.45% on each 
transaction. Beginning January 1, 2022, a fee of 2.45% 
of your total bill will be charged to offset what the bank 
charges us. Example, your bill is $100.00 for the month. At 
2.45%, the fee applied will be $2.45. We apologize for any 
inconvenience this may cause.

Daylight Savings Time 
Begins Sunday, 
March 13, 2022 

Spring ForwardEFFECTIVE January 1, 2022
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A MESSAGE FOR YOU
Mark A. Suggs  

EVP and General Manager

Electric Bills Affected By Weather Patterns
Electric bills vary with the seasons, driven by weather and 
consumer use patterns.

Weather matters. When it’s cool outdoors, family members 
generally want the house warm. When it’s warm outside, air 
conditioners make living areas pleasant.

How much weather 
affects your electric bills 
depends on many factors, 
including your home’s origi-
nal construction materials, 
insulation, and air leaks. Per-
sonal comfort plays a role 
too, as does the difference 
between the thermostat set-
ting inside and temperatures 
outdoors.

When a house stays at 68 
degrees Fahrenheit, but the 
outdoor temperature varies 
from being in the 30s in 
winter to more than 100 de-
grees on a muggy summer’s 
day, demand for heating and 
cooling can be significant. 

If a home does not have 
sufficient insulation, cooled 
air leaving a home essen-
tially wastes the money spent to cool it. The same is true for 
air a homeowner has paid to warm.

R-value offers a way of measuring insulation’s effectiveness 
(a higher R-value indicates more effective insulation). For 
example, on a 28-degree day, heat loss from a residence set at 
68 degrees could hit 2,464 Btu per hour even through an 8 ft. 

x 10 ft. exterior wall packed with R-13 insulation. Reverse that 
situation on a scorching day—100 degrees outside—and heat 
gain indoors will still reach 2,464 BTU per hour.

To save money, set your thermostat five degrees closer 
(higher in summer, lower in winter) to the outdoor tem-

perature, this simple change 
could result in a savings of 
90 watts per hour of electric-
ity, about 197 kilowatt-hours 
(kWh) in three months.  

Keep blinds and drapes on 
the sunny side of your home 
closed in summer and open 
in winter. Find mysteriously 
“hot” or “cold” spots in the 
house and solve them by 
installing gasket seals around 
outlets and weather stripping 
along doors and windows, 
replacing old windows, and 
upgrading insulation. When 
practical, adjust landscaping 
to provide shade for your 
property in summer and 
sunlight in winter.

Weather doesn’t have to 
play havoc with electricity 

bills. There are a variety of tools, appliances, and resources 
available to solve all sorts of energy challenges. Improve-
ments such as new windows or a roof, require significant 
financing. But there are a lot of options that are inexpensive 
and simple enough to do yourself. Find more ways to save at 
TogetherWeSave.com.
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Energy Efficiency 
TIP OF THE MONTH

When was your cooling system last 
serviced? Most manufacturers recommend 
an annual tune up for your home's 
cooling system. March is a great time to 
schedule this service so you can beat the 
summer rush when the pros are busiest.

A qualified professional can check the 
amount of refrigerant, accuracy of the 
thermostat, condition of bells and motors 
and other factors that can impact the 
efficiency of your system.

Source: Dept. of Energy
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